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\ Preface would be very unneceſſary at this 
\ . preſent quncture, had I not been appre- 
hen{froe of being miſunderſtood for one that is a- 
galnſt the Intereft of his Country, fince the com- 
mon Cry tends towards another War, and Peg- 
ple fancy themſelroes likely to be enſJav'd by a 
French Power, becauſe a Grand-Child of France 
has girv'n his Acceptance of the Spaniſh Crown. 
I thought it therefore not improper to endea- 
vour bo eaſe my Fellow- Subjects of the Fears they 
have too haſtily entertain'd, ond write in defence 
of a Peace which has been too ſhort liv'd to ſur- 
feit us with the delights of it. Not that I would 
have a Nation whoſe Socveraigns have been Ar- 
biters of Europe, and whoſe Reputation in Arms 
has diffus'd it ſelf through the whole Globe, tamely 
put up the Injuries of any Prince whatſoever, or 
be wanting in their Engagements to their Allies; 
but have an earneſt deſire that the Country I have 
had the Honour to be Born in ſhould have all the 
Advantage imaginable, and enjoy that Freedom 
of Commerce Which has always been allow'd her. 
And now is the time for our Senators to take re- 
ſolutions worthy of themſelves, and the C Ons 
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the People of ug and have repos'd in em, and 
though we o h to the Preſervation of our 
Neighbours, ts ie ſuitable Reflections on what 
they owe ius why ave made em our Repreſenta- 
tives. PF 
An Engliſh Parliameut without doubt will 
Conſult England's Good, and ſince at this time 
of day our Forces are Dis ha ided, and we are in 
no Condition of making Head againſt the Power 
of France h) Lau: 1 hive no thoughts, that 
they will enter into a War till they are better pro. 
vided againſt the Hazards of it, or Attack a 
Monarch that has ſuch Armies in tbe Field, and 
who makes it his requeſt that we would continue 
in Peace with bim. LOT PD 

The Northern Crowns during the late War, have 
ſhewn us an Example which we may, foliow, and 
ths the Fmperour and the States of Holland may 
think fit to meaſureWeapons with to Rings that are 
likely io be too hard for 'em, wc may remain Neu- 
ers as They did, and yet affiſt our Allies by fur- 
mſhing them with Troops for their Money, as they did 
us. But this is the Buſineſs of the Venerable Aſ- 
ſembly row ſitting at Weſtminſter, ad whate- 
ver we liitle Politicians may think of the Matter, 
they are to make choice of Expedients and deter- 
mine what is to be done. 
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H E Preſs has been ſo clogg d with matters 
of Advice ſince the King of Spain's Death, 
and the Duke of Anjou's Succeſſion conſi⸗ 
dered, made ſuch a Noiſe by reaſon of the 
great Name that was made uſe of in the publica- 
tion of it, that it will not be improper to ſet things 
ina true Light, in order to recover the Minds of 
Men to a due ſenſe of Affairs, and take *em off from 
the prejudice they may have been poſleſs'd with, in 
Relation to what has been the ſubject of the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe, - 5 795 
ö 1 B A War 
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A War according to the voice of Reaſon and Na- 
ture, ought to be founded upon guſt grounds, as the 


violation of Publick Treaties, an encroachment up- 


on a People's Liberties, a dena of Reſtitution for 
Tnjuries reccivd, and a breach of that common 
Friendſhip which ought to be cultivated and im- 


prov'd between one State and another, and tho? there 


ought to be a regard had to Poliricks in entring up- 
on it, we have little reaſon to expect ſucceſs from 
it unleſs we are perſwaded to it by a true Princi 
ple of Juſtice, and have recourſe to Arms, chicfly 
on the account of not being able to have our Grie- 
vances redreſs'd by leſs violent. Meaſures. Now if 
Matters ſtagd thus, it will be much to the purpoſe 
to make Enquiry what the French. King has done to- 
wards the infringement of any Publick Treaty, and 
what we are able to do at this Preſent Juncture in 


in vindication of our ſelves, provided he has igjur'd 


us | 


Firſt, The King of Frante is charg'd with a Bgeach 


of the Pyrenean Treaty ; and adly, That of the Par- 


tition. The 23d Article of the Pyrenean Treaty is 


that which the Coxſiderer, or rather the Author of 
the Flying-Poſt builds upon, which is a fort of Ra- 


tifſcation df the Marriage between the French Nine, 


and the Iafanta of Spain, and has no other Relation 
to us than a publick Agreement between one For. 
reian Prince and another. It's true we were ſecur'd 
(as we thought) by that Article, from the farther 
growth of the Power of France, which even then. 
was almoſt ſwoln to a diſproportion of Greatneſs; 
but as a Treaty of Peace, ought to have the fame 
Foundation as an Engagement in Wars, fo unleſs J. 


tice, . 
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An Argument "againſt War, 3 
ſtice be the Bas on which it ſtands, the Breach of i 
for certaincan never be unjuſt. 5 Fae: 
i The Law of God, as well as the dictites of Nature, 
haus provided for the neareſt of Kin as to matters of 
7 Inlicriiance, and though the clder OF ſpring ſhould 
NY actually renounce all manner of Claim, he has no 
4 Authority to do it for his Children's Children, who 
1 have, notwithſtanding any Renunclatiouto the contra- 
ry, an Fnherent Right to take Poſſeſſion of whatſoever 
they have a claim to from their Birth. And ſince 
the Dauphin and Duke of Burgundy, who are the 
two next Heirs to the Kingdoms of France] and 
Navarr, have agreed to the Settlement of the Spaniſh 
Dominions upon the Duke of Anjou, he has a Right 
without all manner of Diſpute as immediate Heir 
to the Iifanta, to Inveſt himſelf with the Regal Ay- 
thority, arid be enthrond in the Kingdoms of Caſtle, 
Arragon, &c. without any manner of oppoſition, ha- 
ving both the Will of the deceasd King, and the 
Cuſtoms of Birth- right to plead in his Favour. 

But the Man of Conſideration to anticipate the 
force of this Plea, fays, the Laws of the Spaniſh 
Kingdom do not permit the Crown to be aliena- 
ted, and are actually againſt its Falling under the Do- 
minion of a Stranger. In anſwer to which, we have 
this to urge, that the preſent King of Spai» (the Duke 
of Anjou, is ſo far from being a Stranger to the 
Houle of Auſtria, that though he is of the Family of 
Bourbon, he may be properly call'd a Branch of it, 
ſince it's agreed by all hands that the Mother's fide is 
the ſureſt; and he derives a great part of his 
Blood from the Veins of her, that would have been 
Chad not ſhe died before her Brother) Heireſs appa- 
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rent to thoſe flouriſhing Kingdoms. But he inſiſts 
upon the young King's being a Stranger, becauſe he 
was born out of the Spaniſh Dominions, which is 


as fully deſtructive of the Arch-Duke's ' pretended 
Title, which he would find evaſions to ſet up, ſince 
'tis indiſputably true, that to be born in the Empire, 
is to receive one's Being in a place of greater diſtance 


from Spain, than to draw one's firſt Breathin France, 


which 1s contiguous to it. | TY 

Therefore if the Duke of Anjou be as much aGrand- 
Child of Spain as he is of France; if his Father and 
Brother have given up theirRight to him, and he's call'd 


to inherit the Throneof his Anceſtors by his Uncle's. 


Will, and the Voice of the People; What ſhould ob- 
ſtruct his poſſeſſing the Dominions he has the Grant 
of, or our Acknowledgments of him as King of the 
Kingdoms he is already [poſſeſſed of? Had we de- 


ſign'd to have diſputed his Title, we ſhould have 


been provided with more ſtanding Forces, and thwart- 
ed the effects of a neighbouring Kingdom's ſecret 
Counſels with open Violence, not inſiſted upon 1he 
Conſent of the Cortes, or States of the Kingdom, at- 
ter the whole Nation 1n general had given their 
Conſent to it, or pretended to have ſtop d his young 
Catholick Majeſty's Journey into Spain, after he had 
actually reach'd the place of his Coronation, the Ci- 
ty of Madrid. ER 3 In 
But the Men of Eze/and are gifted with better Diſ- 
poſitions than to ſtrike any Perſon before they give 
him warning to defend himſelf ; and inſtead of ha- 
ving a Fleet ready to have made things go according 
to their Withes, talk of a Fleet now to tranſport the 
Arch-Dake of Auſtria to Spain, when the Duke of 
| Anjou 
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An Argument againſt War. 5 
Anjou has got the ſtart of him, and there are two 
ſtout Squadrons of French Men of War now riding 


in the Spaniſh Harbours to protect him. 


The next thing that the generality of People com- 
plain againſt the French King for, is, the Breach of 
the Treaty of Partition; a Triple Alliance, which 
has made more Noiſe in the World, than that in the 


Reign of our X. Charles the Second, and has furniſh'd 


it with more Diſcourſe than any thing which has 
happend in this latter Age; unleſs it be the unex- 
pected and ſudden turn of Affairs, which has broke 
the Meaſures of it, by the Death of the late King 

But as no one can give a true Judgment of a Pro- 
ceeding which has no Precedent to warrant the Ju- 
ſtice of it, without ſearching into the Validity of 
that Authority which was concern'd in it; ſo ! ſhall 


| ſtand excuſable, if J deſire the Reader to make an 
Enquiry into the grounds of it, and examin the Ti- 


tle, the Powers concern'd in it had to make them- 
ſelves Executors to the late King of Spain, and Par- 
cel out the Dominions of the Deceaſed, before he 
too haſtily ſounds the Alarm, and cry's to your Tents 
ye Men of Iſrael. 

The Deſignof it, as may be ſeen in the Preamble, 
was the Preſervation of the publick Peace, and the 
Continuance of the Billance of Europe in ſuch a due 
Pojze, that neither the Imperial Family ſhould have 
it in their Power to diſtreſs the other European States; 
nor that of France in theirs, to Uſurp the Univerſal 


Monarchy, which had been ſo long endeavour'd af- 


ter; and ſeem's at firſt ſight to prevent all manner of 
Objections that could be made againſt it, by the Ge- 
ED neroſity 


6 nnn, 


neroſity that was ſhewn in the French King's reſign- 


ing the Claim the Dauphin had to the whole Do- 
minions of Hain, for not a Tenth part, and the 
goodnels of Exgland and Holland in conſulting the 
Bencfit of their Ally the Emperour, for no other 


Ends than the Welfare of Chriſtendom, whoſe de- 


fence they had ſo lately taken Arms for. But if it 
be prov'd that te Means which were then made ule 
of could never have an{wer'd the Exds, that were 
propos'd from them; and that the Meaſures which 
were then taken in order to preſerve the Peace, 


would have occalion'd the Breach of it, we ſhall 
have very little reaſon to conclude we are injur d, 


becauſc it has not taken effect, or that we are in 
Danger of being ſwallow'd up by the Power of 


France, when ſhe has refus'd Her acceptance of thoſe 
Domimons, which would have enabl'd Her to have 


done what Her Ambition had prompted her to. 

The Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, with the ſe— 
veral rich Provinces and Lordſhips added by this 
Treaty to thoſe of France and Navarr, created ſuch 


a Jealouſy amongſt the Princes of Itah, that there is 


no room to gueſtion, but that they would have been 
unanimous, and join'd with the Emperour in order 


to kerp their Common Enemy from having it in his 


Power to invade their Liberty's. And tho' ſo great 
a Monarch that had the Fxge/iſh and Dutch for his 
Ally's, might 1n time over-run all Exrope ; yet the 


Expence the TWO /aft Powers would have been at, 


without any other Advantage to themſelves, than a 
Sight of the growing Greztneſs of the Firſt, would 
have much over-ballanc'd the Honour they could re- 
ccive from the Conqueſts they ſhould have made. 
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An Argument againſt War, 7 
Beſides, tho' it be part of the Royal Prerogative 
of a King of England to make private Treaty s, en- 

ter into Alliances, and concert ſuch Meaſures as His 
4 Mijelty ſhall think fitting for the Good of his Sub- 
|] jects ; yet as the Sinews of War are in the Hands 
1 of his Parliament, and they are the Diſpoſers of the 
Publick Treaſure, they might poſſibly have with- 
held their hands from giving any thing towards the 
Support of a Freaty which they had not Advis'd 
His Majeſty to; after they had been fo liberal in 
giving ſo many Millions to maintain a Confederacy, 
which they had unanimouſly given their Votes for. 
And as this might have occa ſion d Reflections on the 
* Beſt Prince living, and have given Birth to Suſpicions 
of that judgment which had known no ſuch thing 
as Error before; ſo it might caſt an Odium on the 
whole Nation in General for deſerting our Allies, 
_ unleſs His Majeſty would have paid the Ships and 
Troops He was to furniſh for his Quota, out of His 
own Revenues, which could not be expected. 
But whar ſhould have been Chiefly conſulted be- 
fore the Powers concern'd were enter'd into this 
Treaty, was the Temper of the Spaniſh Nation, the 
Laws of the Kingdoms of Cafti/e and Arragon, which 
are utterly againſt the diſmembring the Monarchy, 
and the little appearance of Juſtice there was in the Di- 
viſion of thoſe Kingdoms and States which had been 
{o long united, and continu'd under one Head ever 
ſince the Marriage of King Ferdinand of Arragon 
with Iſabella of Cafftile. Even private Gentlemen 
have a Right to diſpoſe of their Eſtates, provided 
they are not entail'd, to whomſoever they ſhall think 


95 fitting; and tho they are Poſſeſſors of never ſo ma- 
4 
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ny Lordſhips or Mannors, they may bequeath em 


to a Perſon, if they pleaſe, who is already Poſleſs'd. 


of more than enough; and certainly the High Dig- 
nity of Kings allow's 'em a Prerogative, w. ich the 
meaneſt of Subjects is permitted to have. 


However, it may be objected, that where the Loſs. 


of our Religion, our Liberty's, and all that is dear 
to us, is juſtly ſuſpected to be deligi'd, there they 
may break thro' the Common Roads of Juſtice, and 
do things that are not otherwiſe allowable, by way 
of prevention. In anſwer to which, it may be ma- 


terial to obſerve, that the French by acceptance of 


the King of Spaizs Will have put it out of their 
Power to enſlave us, or the other Proteſtant States. 
For, tho' the Spaniards Cajole him for a Time, and 
compliment Him out of his Money to ſupport their 
preſent Exigency's; yet the Generality of the Gran 
dees are ſo averſe to a French Government, which is 
altogether Arbitrary, that the only way for a Grand- 
fon of France to be oblig d to take his leave of Spain, 
will be to follow the Advice of Lewis the 14th, and 
be perſuaded into a War, when the Poverty of his 
Kingdoms is ſuch, as hardly permits em even to 
reap the very Benefits of Peace. 

It's true, the French King has lately given the 
States of Holland {ome grounds for ſuſpecting his In- 
tentions, by marching fifty Battalions into the Ha- 


ziſh Towns, where the Dutch Forces were in Garri- 
ſon ; but if we reflect on the repeate] Inſtances he 


has made to em to acknowledge his Grand-Son, and 
and the Danger there was for a People to be Poſſel- 
ſors of the Rede lt Towns in Flanders, who had 
no Stomach to down with the Duke of Anjcus Ti. 
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nothing but a War capable of bringing him to Rea- 


An Argument againſt War. 9 


tle, ſuch an Action carry's with it the appearance of 
a a downright Neceſſity; and ſince both French and 


Spaniards in the ſeveral Towns, are order'd upon ſe- 
vere Puniſhmeats, to live in a good Correſpondence 
with the Datch, it look's more like a Precaution for 
the defence of his Grandſon's Territories, than. an 
Attempt for offending thoſe of others. 

Since therefore, what His Galick Majeſty has done, 


cannot appear otherwiſe, (till he breaks into open 


Hoſtilities) than Meaſures taken for the Security of 
His own and his Giandſon's Kingdoms; fince the 
Treaty of Partition, if adher'd to by France, would 
have drawn His Imperial Majefty and Spain, our old 
Ally's, into a Confederacy againſt us, and the Princes 


of Italy, with the greateſt part of thoſe in the Empire, 


would have declar d in favoyr of 'em, Since a neigh- 
bouring Prince might have laid hold of that our Act 
and Deed, as a Precedent to diſ-unite the Kingdoms 
of Great- Britain and Ireland, and weaken em by dil- 


membring one Part from another, at a juncture 


when there are more Pretenders to the Succeſſion of 
em after Her Royal Highneſs the Princels, than ever 
was for the Crown of Spain; it's altogerher ne- 
ceſſary that the Reſult of our Conſultations, ſhould 
be for Ways and Means to perpetuate the Peace, 
and make it laſting as it was General, before the 
Pretenſions of the King of Denmark, and the per: 
fidious Attempts of the Poles and Muſcovites. | 
Bur if our Repreſentatives, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to provide for the Publick Safety, and. who can beſt 
judge of the French King's Intention from the Dil- 
ſi mulation he has often been guilty of, ſhould think 


ſon, 
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fon ; with all defcrence to their unerring Reſolutions, 
it's humbly propos'd, that as the Datch have had a 
{nfficient Premium from us for forwarding the late 
Revolution, that they pay us the ſame Acknow- 
ledgmeats for the Atlittance is to be given 'em. 
And fince the Seat of the War mult unavoidably be 
in Holland, as well as Italy, and on the Upper Rhine, 
that they defray the Charges of the I roops that are 
{ent to em. And tho? the Emperour may make very 
ſpecious Offers to us, promile us Security lor Moneys 
lenr on His Hereditary Countrics, and perpetual E- 
dicts for the Excrciſe of the Proteſtant Religion in 
the Eletor Palatines and His own Dominions, that 
they conſider Him a greater Bigot to the Romiſh Su- 


perſtition than the Neighbouring Prince we ſcem ſo 


much afraid of, and who has treaſur'd up Reſentments 


(notwichſtanding the preſent Face of Affairs makes 


him conceal em) for our entring into an Alliance, 
which has been ſo detrimental to the Intereſt of the 
Aruſtriay Family, and has made Him turn Petitioner 
for Aſſiſtance, which it is not our Intereſt to grant 
him, unleſs upon better Security . 55 
It may be objected that our Denial of His Impe- 
rial Majeſty's Requeſt, may bring him into an Alli. 
ance with France, and make him clole up the 
Breaches which have for ſome time been between 
thoſe Two. Illuſtrious Houſes, by conſenting to the 
Marriage of one of the Arch-Dutcheſſes with the 
King of Spain, and by thoſe Means enter into a 
Confederacy with other Roman Catholick Princes 
againſt an utter Extirpation of what they cal] 
Hereſy; a Project which the Imperial Ambaſſa- 
dor at the Hague, has affirm'd to have been already 
a pro- . 
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proposd to His Maſter, and rejected by him: 
What if we take it for granted, and the War of 
Ambition, that we fancy now threatens us, ſhould 


tuin into one of Keligion? Since it's as evident as 


 Fruth it ſelf, we ſhould have leſs to fear from it, 
Who being encompaſs'd by the Sea, ſhould have the 
four beſt Maritim Nations in the World, the Engliſh, 
Swedes, Danes, and Dutch to defend us; which we 
never can have, but on ſuch an Occaſion, it being 
the receiv'd Cuſtom of Sveden and Denmark to ſide 
with different Parties And nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that ſuch a War is likely to have a ſhort 
continuance, and the leſs Succeſs to be had in it 
from the Ambition of ſeveral Pretenders to the Su- 
pream Command, as has been always obſervable in 
the many Expeditions which were undertaken in the 
Holy War againſt the Saracens, a Compariſon not 
proper for us Chriſtians, but agreeable to what they 
ſtile us. „„ 

Hut a War of this Nature will give us leave to 
provide againſt it; and the Terms of entring into 
tuch an Univerſal League, with the dilatory Pro- 


ceedings of the German Princes, will put ſuch a ſtop. 


to the Activity of the French, that we need not 
queſtion but our Armies will be in readineſs to op- 
| poſe em; our Fleets Mann'd, Equippd,.and prepar d 
to reccive em; and we may Lord it ore that O- 
cean, which more than once has confeſs'd our So- 
veraignty, and acknowledg'd that Obedience, which 
hitherto has been due to the Britiſh Streamers. 


Whereas the Spaniards and the French, whom we 


ſeem to willing ro fall out with, are already pro- 


_ vided; the firſt in order to oppole the execution of 
E Ct the. 
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the late Famous Treaty, and the laſt under a Pre- 


rence, at the time of His Armament, of ſeeing. 


every Article that bclong'd to it, punQually per- 
form'd. Their Lani-Forces are innumerable in re- 
ſpect of ours, and their Strengrh by Sea much Su— 
perior to us, for want of a timely Precaution Our 
Treaſure lies in their very Harbours, and we ſhall 
in all probability loſe more in beginning a War ſo 
raſhly, than would ſerve us to make an end of it; 
ſince the Plate Fleet now rides at Anchor in Cadis- 
Road, and the Dutch and We have above Twenty 


Millions of Effects in the Spaniſh Kingdom; which, 
in caſe of a Rupture with that Crown, will be 


{eiz'd, and we not ar all capable of making repri— 
Zals, for want of a ſuitable Opportunity. 


Would we then preſerve the Eſteem the States of 
Chriſtendom have deſervedly had of our Wiſdom 
an Courage; Would we continue the Character 
of a People conſiderate 1n Reſolution, and who 
weigh the difficulty of an Enterprize before we 
undertake it; would we be Maſters of the Pre- 


caution which is Natural to us, and make our 


Reſentments give way to our Intereſt; we ſhould, 
inſtead of having reconrſe to Arms when we arc 
not in a poſture of gaining any thing by the 


uſe of em, like David who feign'd himſelf Mad 
| before King Achiſh, Conccal the Deteſtation we 


have of the French and Spaniſh Proceedings, till 
we had got our Effects out of their Hands. 


The 
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The means that ſeem moſt proper to be made ule 
of in ſuch a Critical Conjuncture, are not diſtant 
from us; and if His Gallict Majeſty cry's Peace, 
peace, when there is no Peace, we have it likewile in 
our Power to entertain him with the ſame Language, 
and obviate His Deſigns with the ſame Diſſimulati- 


on. Leg iuim eff dilſimulare, lays an Antient Author, 


It's the Duty ot a King ſometimes for the good of 
his Subjects, to vel his real Deſigns with thoſe that 
are not ſo ; and like a Skiltul Gladiator, to make a 
Feint, where he docs not intend to Strike And if 
His preſent Majeſty, who always makes choice of 
the fitteſt Expedient for his People's Security, ſhould 
vouchſafe to abate ſomething of His uſual Sincerity, 
and act in ſuch a conceal'd manner as to provide a- 
gainſt the Attacks of an Emery, while he ſeemd io 


be Careſſing a Friend: Then, might England pat 


her {elf in a Condition to carry a War into an E- 
nemy's Country, inſtead of letting Him bring it 
home to Us ; then, would a Neighbouring Nation 
lie under the ſame Fears of the Increaſe of our Great- 
neſs, as we do of theirs ; and then, we might in- 


ſure to our ſelves the Pleſſings of a laſting Peace, 


ſince it would be known to them that are diſturbers 
of it, that we were in a State of continuing a 


laſting War. 


But, the Ming Heart is in the Hand of the Lord, 


4s the Rivers of Water he tarneth it whereſoever he 


pleaſeth ; and God alone can direct His Vicegerent, 
and give his Counſcllors Wiſdem. I ſhall leave 
therefore what is to be done in this, preſent Exigen- 


cy, to the Debates of the Parliament now ſitting, 
and change the Thoughts of an unprofitable War 
5 £ E 


into 


Spaniſh Pride is too well known, to ſee Strangers 


into Reflections upon the Benefits of Peace, as I, with 
all deference imaginable to the wiſe Conſultations of 
my Superiors, humbly propoſe Means to keep the 


French King within the Limits allotted Him by ſeve- 


ral Publick Treaties, without having recourſe to Vi- 
olence, in order to force him to a Compliance. 
It's viſible France has done little or nothing yet, 
by way of Contravention to the Peace of Rzi/- 
wick; and the Acceſſion of the Duke of Axjon to 
the Spaniſh Crown, is ſo far from uniting the Two 
Kingdoms, that it's very probable it may occaſion a 
Breach between em, on account of the Preferment of 
Foreigners, which generally is the Conſequence of 
ſuch Revolutions, and is likelier to fall out at this 
JunRure, when a French Governour, a foreign Am- 
baſſador, &c. are admitted into His molt ſecret 


Councils, and have not only the Government of the 


Kingdom, but even that of the King Himſelf. The 


ors 


advanc'd before em, and put up ſuch an Affront to 
their Wiſdom, which they have the Vanity to think 
not only capable of directing their own K;ngdoms, but 


of preſcribing Meaſures to be taken by. the whole 
World. And I dare affirm that Perſon never to have 


been at Madrid, who is not furniſh'd with this Ob- 
ſervation, that the meaneſt piece of Gravity in All 
that City and Suburbs, fancies himiclf another Mat- 
chiavel, and is Buoy d up with the Conceit, that a 
Spaniſh Subject is greater than a French King. 
However, ſince it's poſſible it may happen othee= - 
wiſe, and the Snaniards by giving their Acceptance 
of a French Prince for their King, may out of Com- 
pliment to him. admit of Fresh Politicks _ _ 
uides 
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Guides; and fince the laſting Enmity between thoſe 
two Nations, whicl before were as different in their 

Principles, as Heat and Cold, ſeem's wholly to be diſ- 
ſipated; and the Vows of an Eternal Friendfhip, - 
have taken its place; it's the Buſineſs of the other 
States of Europe, tho they are not actually anited 
under One H: ad, to prevent the poffibility of ſuch 
a Conjunction, and apply themſelves without any 
delay to ſuch Conſultations, as may preſerve the 
Violation of a Peace, which the whole Chriſtian 
World is ſo much concern'd in, and obſtruct the 
Ambition of a Prince, who by committing a Rape 
on One People's Liberty, may be enabled to do the 

lame Violence to thoſe of others. 
Suppoſe then the Emperour were prevail'd with, 
to bold himſelf contented with the Marriage of 
the Arch-Dutcheſs with His Catholick Majeſty, 
which (if he has no deſign to graſp at the 
Liberties of Europe Himſelf) he muſt necſſarily con- 
ſent to: Since the Preferment of a Daughter to the 
Crown of Spain, would have as great Weight with 
an impartial and truly affectionate Father, as the 
Promotion of a Son. Let us take it for granted 
likewiſe, that the Arch Duke of Auſtria for want of 
Iſſue by His Catholick Majeſty from his Siſter, was 
approv'd. of, with the Heirs of His Body, by the 
States of the Kingdom for True and Lawful Suc- 
ceſſors, and in the mean time had a Royal Allow. 
ance, as a Son of Spain. In order to this we mult” 
hold it neceſſary, that all Chriſtian States (Hance 
and Spain not excepted) be invited into One com- 
mon Alliance; and that the TWO Nations before- 
mention d have it Repiſtred and Enroll'd among the 
To publick 
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publick Acts of thoſe Kingdoms. That during the 
Reign of the Duke of Azjou, no Frenchmen be per- 
mitted to preſide 1n the publick Poſts of His King- 
doms; that none but Natives Garriſon his Forts and 
Towns; and that his Ports and Harbors be as im- 
partially frce to all Scrangers, as in the Reign of 
his Predeceſſors. But ſince the Peace of Europe can 
never be laſtiag without other Obligations to make 
it ſo, than the Aſſurances of Juſtice and Equity, and 
the bare Promiſes and Proteſtations of the Party's 
concern'd in it; and its a difficult Matter to make 
a Vultus mutautem Protea, to keep to any Verbal En- 
gagements; it will very much conduce to the con- 
tinuance of the Peace, it the ſaid States beforemen- 
tioned, were made Guarantees of the ſaid Treaty, 
and oblig'd themſelves by the ſtricteſt Tyes imagi- 
nable to unite their whole Force againſt. either or 
Both the Two Powers, whoſe Union they Rood 
in fear of, that ſhould do any thing contrary to 
the ſaid Treaty. . . 

Tho this may look like an imaginary ſort of. 
Cure for Wounds, that are ready to Guſh out again 
with Blood, and ſeem incapable of perfecting the 
Peace of Furope, which was only patch'd up for a Time 
by the laſt General Ceſſation of Arms, becauſè a Son of 
1 would never have been declar'd King of Spain 
while thoſe TWO Nations were in Arms againſt each 
other, yet it's a much more Adviſcable project than 
is eo be found in the Sitcceſſton of Spain Oilculs' d, 
which, is for Diſarembring the Monarchy, and Lop- 
ping off Milan, tanders, Offend, & c. from the Body 
of it. The Emperour perhaps would Helitate in 
giving His Aſſent to it, in hopes.of entring ine Af: 

. other 
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ather ſorq oe |Gortegeracy 3 but it's in the power 
of the Hngliſli ard Dutch, whom he ſollicites for AC 
ſiſtancę, do make hun take other Reſolutions. And, 
for theig parts, the, Princes of Italy, without doubt, 


would juropfr the Fropoſal, ſince it would prevent 
tlie Viſit of Two dangerous Guelts, the Inperialiſts 


and: reich, whole Entertainment otherwiſe muſt 
needs be very Chargeable to em and Eg land, and the 
Two Northern Crowns, Germany and Holland, would 
reſt abundantly fatisfy'd with the removal of thoſe 


Fears they were pe esd wich, and enjoy thole 


Blethings they could have no proſpect of, if alarm'd 


out of the quiet Receſſes of an ineſtimable Peace. 
But it may be urg'd that there is little or no Ap- 


pearance of Lewis the 14th's Agreement to any thing 
of this Nature: And-it's thought he knows the va- 
lue of Han, Flanders, and the Weſt Indies too well, 
to take off the Entail of em from his own Family. 
In Anſwer to which, we acknowledge that a Diſci- 
ple of Mazarine, who has imbib'd that defire of 
Glory, and has ſuch a Thirſt after Greateſs, as he 
has been taught to have, is very likely to ſtand by 


his high Pretenſions, and hold faſt a Claim his Fa- 
mily has already made juſt and equitable by Poſſeſſion; 


But ſince he has declard in his Memorial to the 
Dutch, that he had no other Ends in His Acceptance 


of the King of Spain's Will, than a Deſire of Peace, 


and Fe. prefery d the Publick 1 rarquility to the Ads 


 wantages of His own Crown; we lave lcme grounds. 


to conclude, that he will not make the Bleſling the 
Object of His Averſion, which was that of His A 


fection. And ſhould the Contederacy betorementt- 
oned think fit to requeſt Him ro regulate Affairs in 
| 1 725 the 
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the Method that was juſt now hinted at; Is it to be 
ſuppos'd that the moſt Chriſtian King o his Nephew 
would deny their Compliance with it, when io nu- 
merous an Aſſembly of Princes and States, who 
would othcrwile declare againſt em, muſt of Ne— 
cellicy force it from them?! ee fat 
Such anAltianceas this might do ſomething,if back'd 
with an Enibaſly, ſent out according to Sir Henry 
Wotton's Delimition ad mentiendum Reipublice Cairsd, 
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to amuſe thoſe I'wo Powers with hopes of Acknows- 


ledpments of the New King of Hains Title, till our 
Fle&ts are got reidy, and every thing provided to 
ſeize upon the Wealth of the Havana, and bring off 


the Frealures of Mexico and Peru, in order to feed 


a War, which requires more Nutriment than we 
are at preſent able to give, and in all probability 
would have occaſion for more Supplies than our 
Ci:cumſtances will allow of. 


But our Fear has gotten the better of our Vaderſtand- 


ing, and we are for ſtriking the Firſt Blow by way 
of prevention, though we are likely without a timely 
Proviſion to receive the Laſt, which is moſt Diſho- 
nourable, To the Stake, and Popery is the Burthen of 
. the Song, and Religion (lays the Calviniſt who glo- 


ries in 4 falſe one) # /ihe to be Extirpated by the Chil- 


dren of Belial, when the Spaniards at preſent have 


no thoughts of giving em another Eighty Fight Vi- 


ſit, and the French are ſo ſenſible of the Conſequence 
of an Invaſion, that I am perſuaded they are wiſer 


than to attempt it. Not, but the violent Preſumptions 
of our Allies the Dutch, are grounded upon proper 


Reaſons, and there are ſufficient Motives to Induce 


em to believe that it is High Time to ſecure their 
Frontiers and ſtand on their Guard, wicu tle not- 
LEG ed 
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ed ſaying of Delenda eſt Carthago, is reviv'd among 
ſome ſort of People; but it is reaſonable they ſhoukl- 
wait the Event, fince 'tis poſſible the Loſs of their 
Effects beyond Sea, and the Seizure of thoſe Rich 
Me:ichandizes, which it is their Intereſt to preſcrve, 
may be the Reſulf of their Impatience, and difabl2 
em from profecuting a War with that Vigour which 
the Neceſſity of Affairs may require. 5 
Iis undoubtedly their Intereſt to make an Eſti— 
mate of the French and Spaniſh Strength, and then 
take a View of their Own ; to know the Number of 
their Ships and Troops, and the forwardneſs they 
are in for Action, and to raiſe proper Funds to ſecure 
Alliances; ſince they have not 1ngratiated themſelves 
ſo much by their Generoſity, as to make em Aſſur'd 
of Aſſiſtance without paying for it, before they 
take the the Field; or attempt to grapple with a 
Prince, who has more than Once led his Conquer- 
ing Armies into the Heart of their Country; and, 
even when Spain was againſt him, has had the Keys 
of their Beſt and Stongeſt Towns laid at his Feet. 
As this Precaution ſeems neceſſary to the Hollanders, 
ſo it will not be unadviſable for us to make uſe of it, 
which brings me to the {eco1d thing propos d, That 
is, to make an Enquiry into what we are able do at this 
preſent Tuniture, in Vindication of our ſelves, provid- 
ed the French Xing has inj ur a i. A 

When the Exe/iſh Declar'd War againſt Fraxce at 
the time of the Late Happy Revolution, we had an 
Excellent Army juſt then Disbanded, to Collect Troops 
out of, a great Plenty of Money circulating freely in 
the Nation; and no Millions to pay to makeSatisfaCti- 
on for Old Debts. But at this time of Day, we have but 
Twenty three thouſand Men to Garriſon and Fae 
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fend the threeKingdoms ; and our late Eb Esta bliſh- 


ment of Forces which was upwards of S/ 000Men, is re- 
due d to leſs than the tenth Part of thattumber;and that 


we arc ſcarce ina Capacity to de ſeud our ſelves, much 


i ro be the Aggreſlors. In Aer to this, ſome Peo- 


ple, who are tor a War may reply, we may ſoon re- 
cruit our {clyes with the like Number; and that our 


Troops have not been broken fo long as to forget the 


Ute of their Ams; or that they may not be reaſſem- 


bled upon the lame Foot as they were before: But 


ſuch an Objection will be of little force, when we 


co ler tlie gicateſt part of em have taken to ſome 


tmployment or other; and that they have fo little 
Ercourzprment to Liſt themſelves again from the 
Treat: nent they at that time recciv d from rheirSuperior 
Officers, thac its very probable they would undergo 
gre:t Hardſhips beſore they would take Arms at this 
JuaQture. Much more might be fai on this Head, 
as the Preilures we arc under on the Account of Natio- 
nal Debts, cc. But, leit I ſhould tire the Reader's pa- 
tience, I think it adlviſeable to conclude, that it will be 
much more ſor the Proſperity ct this Kingdom, and 
dpecially of His Majeſty, who will lvle the Reve- 


nues of the Principality of Orange en the Accourit 


of a NC WÜ]¾ War, to continue in a good Correfpon- 


dence with France endSpain ; an incomparably more 


for the Nations Intercit to care: into the Management 
cf the Monics before giv'n, then to think „ raifing 
more. The remova! of Hei Counſellors, an Enquiry 
into the Management of the lace Peace, ard a thick 
Examination of Captain Ks Air, will be of mote 
importance to us, then micitcrii worth other Folks 


Quarrels, and the wi y to mike a kingdom ſafe, if it 


ſhould happen to be involvii in a War, is to call 
thoſe to an Account that atc te Pitrayers of it, 
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